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Restricted Area Descriptions

Restricted area descriptions include both Closed Areas and Weapons Restricted Areas. It is your responsibility to know that you are

in a legal hunting area.

Aunt Molly WMA: Restricted to ArchEquip Only
for all big game hunting Helmville-Ovando Archery
District. Legal description and map available from
FWP-R2 HQ 406-542-5500, in Missoula.

Beattie Gulch: Subject to closure of all hunting with
24 hours notice: US Forest Service lands located
in the following sections north of Yellowstone
National Park in Beattie Gulch, Sec. 7 & 8, T9S,
R8E and Sections 12 & 13, T9S, R7E.

Bitterroot-Clark Fork Archery District Portion
of HD 260: Refer to legal description of deer/elk
hunting district 260.

BNSF right-of-way from Marias Pass to the
Java Creek Bridge: Closed to hunting.

Bowdoin National Wildlife Refuge: Closed to
hunting of big game. Portions of T31IN R31E, T31N
R32E, T30N R31E, T30N R32E as posted by refuge
regulations. Contact refuge at 654-2863.

Brinkman Game Preserve: The S1/2 Section 7,
andE1/2, NE1/4 Section 7, and S1/2 Section 8,
and NW1/4 Section 8, S1/2 Section 9, S1/2 and
E1/2, NE1/4 Section 10. All of sections 11, 14, 15,
16,17, 18,19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 35,
36; all in T29N, R7E, M.P.M. Liberty County.

Canyon Ferry WMA: Maps available at Helena
Area Resource Office at 406-495-3260. Closed to
hunting of big game except as designated under
hunting regulations. Section 28 and 33, and W 1/2
of W 1/2 Section 34, T8N, R2E, Sections 4, 8, W1/2
and W1/2 of the E1/2 Section 9, NW1/4 Section 16,
Sections 17, 18, 19, 20 and N1/2 Section 30, T7N,
R2E, E1/2 of E1/2 Section 11, Section 12, E1/2
of NW1/4 and E1/2 Section 13 and E1/2 of E1/2
Section 24, T7N, R1E.

CMR National Wildlife Refuge and U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers: CMR National Wildlife
Refuge and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
regulations may differ from these regulations.
Hunters should contact the CMR at 406-538-8706
or the COE at 406-526-3411.

CMR National Wildlife Refuge in Valley County:
That portion of the Charles M. Russell National
Wildlife Refuge (CMR) in Valley County lying east
of the road leading to the Duck Creek Recreational
Area shall be closed to all big game hunting by
ACOE regulation.

CMR National Wildlife Refuge-Pines Recreation
Area: That portion of the CMR known as the Pines
Recreation Area will be closed to all big game
hunting, as posted by ACOE regulation.

Cree Crossing WMA: Hunting by archery,
shotgun, traditional handgun or muzzleloader
only. Portions of sections 11 and 12 T32N R32E
as posted. Hunting by archery, shotgun, traditional
handgun or muzzleloader only.

Deckard Flats: Subject to closure of all hunting
with 24 hours notice. Beginning at the junction of
Yellowstone National Park and Bear Creek, then
northeasterly up said creek to the intersection
with Palmer Creek, then easterly for 1/10 mile
up said creek, then southeasterly to posted line,
then southeasterly and easterly along posted line
to the intersection with Yellowstone National Park
boundary, then westerly along said boundary

to the intersection with Bear Creek, the point of
beginning.

East Ovando Archery Area: Restricted to
ArchEquip Only for all big game hunting: Those
portions of Powell County lying within the following
described boundary: Beginning at the junction
of State Route 200 with the North Fork of the
Blackfoot River, then southwest along said river
to the Ovando-Helmville Road, then northwesterly
along said road to Ovando and State Route 200,
then easterly along said route to the North Fork of
the Blackfoot River, the point of beginning.

Ennis Airport Weapons Restriction Area: Ennis
Airport WRA Boundary Description: Beginning
at Intersection of Airport Rd and Hwy 287, east
on Airport Rd, then continuing east along south
boundary of section 32 to the USFS boundary, then
north to north boundary of section 29, then west
on north boundaries of sections 29 and 30, then
south on west boundary of section 30, then west
on north boundary of section 36 to Hwy 287, then
south along Hwy 287 to point of beginning.

Flathead Weapons Restriction Area and
Blasdel WPA: Restricted to ArchEquip, shotgun,
traditional handgun, muzzleloader or crossbow
only. Flathead HD 170 Weapons Restriction
Area: That portion of Flathead County lying within
the following-described boundary: Beginning at
the junction of State Route 35 and State Route
206, then northerly along State Route 206 to US
Highway 2, then westerly along said highway onto
State Route 40 to US Highway 93, then south on
said Highway to Rocky Cliff Drive, then easterly
to Demersville Road, then northerly along said
road to Foys Bend Lane, then easterly along said
road onto Lower Valley Road to the Bonneville
Power Administration powerline at Foys Bend,
then northerly along said powerline across the
Flathead River to the easterly shore, then up the
most easterly shore of said river to State Route 35
(Old Highway 2 bridge), then easterly along said
route to its junction with State Route 206, the point
of the beginning.

Freezout Lake WMA, Teton County: Closed to
hunting as posted.

Gallatin Special Management Area: Closed to
all big game hunting except open to elk hunting
by Special Permit Only and to wolf hunting.
The Gallatin Special Management Area is a
combination of the old Bacon Rind/Lodgepole
and Buffalo Horn/Lodgepole Units. Those portions
of Madison and Gallatin Counties lying within the
following boundary description: Beginning at the
intersection of US Highway 191 and the north
boundary of Yellowstone National Park, then in a
northerly direction along said boundary to USFS
Trail 57 at Dailey Pass, then in a northwesterly
direction along said trail to the headwaters of the
South Fork of Buffalo Horn, then down said creek to
a posted line that goes along the south side of Cow
Flats to its intersection with Buffalo Horn Creek,
then down said creek to the Gallatin River, then
up said river to Snow Flake Springs and the toe of
Snowflake Ridge, then southerly along said ridge
and the Sage Creek-Monument Creek Divide, then

along Sage Creek-Snowslide Creek Divide and
the Sage Creek-Bacon Rind Divide to the Gallatin
Madison Rivers Divide at Redstreak Peak, then
southeasterly along said divide to the Yellowstone
National Park boundary, then northerly along said
boundary to the point of beginning.

Gallatin Valley Weapons Restriction Area:
Beginning at the intersection of Cottonwood Road
and Enders Road, continuing southeast from that
intersection along Cottonwood Road, north to
South 19th, then east on South 19th to Nash Road,
then east on Nash Road to Sourdough Canyon
Road, then south on Sourdough Canyon Road, to
the national forest boundary, then east along said
boundary to boundary of State Lands Sections 4, 3,
34, 35 and 1 to Bear Canyon Road, then northerly
on Bear Canyon Road to the Bear Canyon
Interchange with Interstate 90, then northerly to
Rocky Creek, northwesterly along Rocky Creek
to L Street, then north on L Street to Story Mill
Road, then north on Story Mill Road to Deer Creek
Drive, northeast on Deer Creek Drive to Lookfar
Way, north on Lookfar Way to Rolling Hills Drive,
north on Rolling Hills Drive to Sypes Canyon Road,
northwesterly on Sypes Canyon Road to Summer
Cuttoff Road, then Saddle Mountain Road, then
east on Saddle Mountain Road to Bostwick Road,
then north along Bostwick Road to Baseline East
Road, then west on Baseline East Road to Walker
Road, then north on Walker Road to Penwell
Bridge Road, then west on Penwell Bridge Road
to Wes Davis Road, then north and west on Wes
Davis Road to Hamilton Road, then west and
north on Hamilton Road to Cactus Road, then
west on Cactus Road to Highway 290, then south
on Highway 290 to Weaver Road, then west on
Weaver Road to Highway 10, then northwesterly
on Highway 10 to Heeb Road, then south on Heeb
Road to Amsterdam Road, east on Amsterdan
Road, to Linney Road, south on Linney Road to
Cameron Bridge Road, then east on Cameron
Bridge Road to River Road, then south on River
Road to Highway 84, then east on Highway 84
to Shedds Bridge, then south up western most
channel of the Gallatin River to Gallatin Gateway
Bridge, then east on Gallatin Gateway Road to US
Highway 191, then south on US Highway 191 to
Cottonwood Road, to point of beginning.

NOTE: Sourdough Exclusion Zone from within
HD 309: Beginning at the intersection of Nash
and Sourdough Canyon Road, then south on
Sourdough Canyon Road to the USFS boundary,
then east, north and east along said boundary in
Section 8, then along said boundary in Section 8 to
the intersection with State Lands in Section 9, then
north along the section line of Sections 4 and 5,
then west along section line of Sections 5 and 32 to
the intersection with Sourdough Road, then south
on Sourdough Road, then west on Nash Road, the
point of beginning.

Gardiner: Closed to all hunting: Beginning at the
Junction of U.S. Hwy 89 and Little Trail Creek, then
up Little Trail Creek to the posted line (approx. 1/2
mile above U.S. Hwy 89), then southeasterly along
said line to the Travertine-Trail Creek Road, then
easterly along said road to its intersection with the
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Gardiner-Jardine Road, then northeasterly along
said road to Eagle Creek, then southerly down said
creek to the YNP boundary, then westerly along
said boundary to the intersection with Stevens
Creek, then northeasterly in a straight line to the
intersection with U.S. Hwy 89, then northwesterly
along said highway to the junction of Little Trail
Creek, the point of beginning.

Gates of the Mountains Game Preserve:
Beginning in Section 2, T12N, R3W at the
southeast corner of Upper Holter Lake, then
proceeding westerly along the northern shoreline
of Upper Holter Lake in the Gates of the Mountains
area located in Lewis and Clark County, then
northerly along Stoney Point Beacon Road, then
northerly along the powerline to said beacon, then
along Bulldozer Road to the point of the ridge in
Section 23, T13 N, R3W, then northerly to the
Missouri River, then easterly across said river
and lake to the USFS boundary to the wilderness
boundary, then south along wilderness boundary
to the southeast corner of Section 1, T12N, R3W,
then west back to Upper Holter Lake, the point of
beginning. Intending hereby to include in said game
preserve all the territory adjacent of the Gates of
the Mountains area, shall be called and known as
the Gates of the Mountains Game Preserve.

HD 323 Wall Creek WMA and adjacent land as
posted: Beginning at the junction of Ruby Creek
and the Madison River, then southerly along
east bank of said river to its intersection with
Wall Creek, then westerly along Wall Creek to a
posted boundary in the southwest 1/4 of Section
23, T10S, R1W, then northerly for approximately
4.5 miles along posted boundary on USFS lands
(through Sections 23,14,11, 2, T10S, R1W and
Sections 34 and 35 T9S, R1W) to Hyde Creek,
then along Hyde Creek to the Wall Creek Wildlife
Management Area boundary, then northerly and
westerly along the Wildlife Management Area
boundary to Ruby Creek, then easterly along Ruby
Creek to the Madison River, the point of beginning.

Helena Valley Regulating Reservoir: The Bureau
of Reclamation Regulating Reservoir located in
Sections 4,5, 8,9, 16 and 17, TION, R2W in Lewis
and Clark County of the Helena Valley as posted.
(This area will be open to hunting until the opening
of the waterfowl season, then it will be closed to
all hunting.)

Jeffers Weapons Restriction Area: Beginning
at the intersection of Highway 287 and the south
access to Jeffers Loop Road at milepost 47.1, then
north along the access road until the junction with
Jeffers Loop Road, then easterly along Jeffers
Loop Road until its intersection with Jeffers Loop
Road South, then northerly along Jeffers Loop
Road until its intersection with Jeffers Road, then
west along Jeffers Road to its intersection with the
entrance to Valley Garden Fishing Access Site,
then westerly along the south boundary of the
Valley Garden Fishing Access Site to its junction
with the west bank of the Madison River, then
southwesterly along the west bank of the Madison
River to its intersection with Highway 287, then
southeast along Highway 287 until the point of the
beginning.
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Kuhns WMA: Legal description and map available
from FWP-R1 406-752-5501 in Kalispell.

Lake Helena WMA: Closed to all big game hunting
except as designated under hunting regulations.
Portions of the north half of Section 22 Township
11 North, Range 3 West.

Lee Metcalf Refuge: Legal description, map and
regulations available from the Lee Metcalf Refuge,
406-777-5552.

Libby Big Game Archery Only Hunting Area:
That Portion of Lincoln County lying within the
following-described boundary: Beginning at the
junction of U.S. Highway 2 and Port Blvd. (the old
Stimpson mill site entrance) on the south edge
of Libby, then heading east on Port Blvd. to the
Champion Haul Road, across Libby Creek on said
road to National Forest Road #4813, then southerly
on Road #4813 to National Forest Road #533, the
Swede Mountain Road, then southerly along said
road to the Farm-To-Market Road, then northerly
along the Farm-to-Market Road to U.S. Highway 2,
then northerly along U.S. Highway 2 to Port Blvd.,
the point of beginning.

Lincoln Closed Area: Closed to all big game
hunting. Section 24, T14N, R9W, shall be closed to
big game hunting. This comprises the area around
the town of Lincoln.

Medicine Lake National Wildlife Refuge: Portions
open to hig game hunting per refuge regulation.
Contact the refuge at 789-2305 or visit the website:
http:/iwww.fws.govirefuge/Medicine_Lake/map.html

Milk River Wildlife Management Area: portions
of sections 17, 18, 20 T32N, R33E as posted.
Hunting by archery, shotgun, traditional handgun
or muzzleloader only as posted and as described
under current regulations.

Missouri River between the mouth of Sand
Coulee Crk downstream to Great Falls city
limits (this includes Park and Taylor Islands
and all other unnamed islands): Restricted
to ArchEquip only. Portion of HD 413 along
the Missouri River between the mouth of Sand
Coulee Creek downstream to Great Falls city
limits (includes Park, Taylor and all other unnamed
islands).

Muskrat Valley Weapons Restriction Area:
That portion of Jefferson County lying within
the following-described boundary: Beginning
at Boulder, then east along Muskrat Lane to the
intersection of Upper Valley Road, then north along
said road to the intersection of Sloan Lane, then
west along said lane to the Interstate 15 frontage
road, then west to Interstate 15, then south along
said interstate to Boulder, the point of beginning.

Northern part of HD between Smith Lake
Road and US Hwy 2: Restricted to ArchEquip,
shotgun, traditional handgun, muzzleloader or
crosshow only: From intersection of US Highway
2 West and Kila Road, west on Kila Road to
intersection with Smith Lake Road to intersection
with Whalebone Drive, then west on Whalebone
Drive to the intersection with US Highway 2 West
and finally west on US Highway 2 back to the point
of beginning at the intersection of US Highway 2
West and Kila Road.

Poindexter Slough Area south of Dillon: Sections
26, 27, 34, and 35, T7S, R9W.

Prison Ranch Archery Only Area: Legal description
and map available from FWP-R2 406-542-5500,
in Missoula. The following MCE Ranch lands
are open to hunting of big game only with Lawful
Archery Equipment as outlined in the hunting
regulations provided by Montana FWP: Beginning
at the junction of the Old Stage Road (county road)
and Elk Ridge Road (Forest Service Road 5149) in
Section 22, T8N, R10W and proceeding west along
the Elk Ridge Road to the power line road (prison
fence line) in the southeast 1/4 of Section 22, T8N,
R10W, then south along the power line road (prison
fence line) to the southwest corner of the prison
fence in Section 28, T7N, R10 W, then east along
the south boundary Section 28, T7N, R10W (prison
fence line) to the southwest corner of Section 27,
T7N, R10W, then south to the southwest corner of
Section 34, T7N, R10W, then east to the southeast
corner of Section 34, T7N R10W, then south to the
southwest corner of Section 2, T6N, R10W, then
east along the prison fence line to the Dempsey
Lake Road (county road), then northeasterly along
Dempsey Lake Road (prison fence line) to the
southeast corner of Section 36 T7N R10W, then
north along the prison fence line on east edge of
Section 36 and 25, T7N, R10W to corner of the
prison fence line in Section 25, T7N, R10W, then
east along prison fence line in N2 Section 30, T7N,
RIW to the corner of the prison fence line at Lake
Hill Road (county road); then north approx. 1/2
mile along the east side of Sections 30 and 19,
T7N, ROW to the corner of prison fence line on the
eastern edge of Section 19, T7N, ROW, then follow
the prison fence west and northerly in Sections
19 and 18 T7N R9W to the northeast cormner of
Section 18, T7N, R9W, then follow the prison fence
east approx. 1/2 mile along the southern boundary
of Section 8, T7N, ROW, then follow the prison
fence north approx. 1/2 mile to the junction of the
airport fence, then proceeding northwesterly, follow
the fence bordering the airport, golf course and
National Guard Armory through sections 8, 5 and
6, T7N, ROW to the Old Stage Road (county road),
then follow the Old Stage Road northwest through
Sections 36, 26, and 22, T8N, R10W to the junction
of the Elk Ridge Road (USFS Road 5149), the point
of beginning.

Rookery WMA: Hunting by archery, shotgun,
traditional handgun or muzzleloader only. Rookery
shooting range closed to hunting

Seeley Lake Game Preserve: Closed to all
hunting. That portion of Missoula County lying
within the following-described boundary: Beginning
at a point where US Forest Service land and private
land meet next to Boy Scout Road in Section 20,
T17N, R15W, then east on the boundary between
US Forest Service and private land, then north
on same boundary to the section line between
Sections 17 and 20, then east on said section line
and east on north line of Section 21, T17N, R15W
to State Route 83, then south on State Route 83
to Riverview Drive in Section 3, T16N, R15W, then
west on Riverview Drive to Snowmass Drive in
Section 9, T16N, R15W, then north on Snowmass
Drive to section line between Sections 4 and 5,
T16N, R15W, then north on said section line to
Clearwater River, then north along west shore of
Clearwater River to Boy Scout Road in Section 33,
T17N, R15W, then west and north on said road to
where USFS land and private land meet next to Boy
Scout Road in Section 20, T17N, R15W, the point
of beginning. o
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Smith Valley Weapons Restricted Area: The
area between Smith Lake Road and US Hwy 2
restricted to ArchEquip, shotgun, traditional handgun,
muzzleloader or crossbow only. Smith River WMA
Area Map and Rules available at FWP-R4 HQ 406-
454-5840.

Sourdough Exclusion Zone from within
HD 309: Beginning at the intersection of Nash
and Sourdough Canyon Road, then south on
Sourdough Canyon Road to the USFS boundary,
then east, north and east along said boundary in
Section 8, then along said boundary in Section 8 to
the intersection with State Lands in Section 9, then
north along the section line of Sections 4 and 5,
then west along section line of Sections 5 and 32 to
the intersection with Sourdough Road, then south
on Sourdough Road, then west on Nash Road, the
point of beginning.

Sun River Game Preserve: Beginning at a point
on the crest of the Continental Divide of the Rocky
Mountains, due south of the head or source of the
South Fork of the Sun River, in what will be, when
surveyed, Section 8, T18N of R10W, Montana
meridian, then due north from the crest of the
Continental Divide to the head of the south fork of
the Sun River, then northerly along the east bank
of the South Fork of the Sun River (the eastern
boundary of the Sun River Game Preserve) to its
confluence with the North Fork of the Sun River,
then northerly along the east bank of the North

Fork of the Sun River (the eastern boundary of the
Sun River Game Preserve) to its head or source,
then due north to the crest of the Continental
Divide of the Rocky Mountains, then along said
crest southwesterly and southerly (the western
boundary of the Sun River Game Preserve) to the
place of beginning. Intending hereby to include in
said game preserve all that territory lying between
the South Fork of the Sun River and the North Fork
of the Sun River on the east and the Continental
Divide of the Rocky Mountains on the west.

Teton-Spring Creek Cooperative Hunting Area
(TSCA), Teton County: A variety of weapons
choices is offered, depending upon proximity to
residences. Area map/rules available FWP-R4
406-454-5840 Great Falls Big Game Closed Areas:
All'in T24N, R5W legally described as: Sections 2,
3,4,9,10, 11, 14, 15, and W1/2 of Section 13.

Townsend Weapon Restriction Area: Beginning
at the intersection of US Highway 12 and
Route 284 then northerly along said route to its
intersection with Riley Road, then west along said
road to the Canyon Ferry Wildlife Management
Area boundary fence as signed, then northerly
and westerly along said boundary fence to the end
of said boundary fence in Section 28, T8N, R2E,
near Canyon Ferry Reservoir, then westerly across
said reservoir to Hahn Road, then westerly along
said road to US Highway 287, then south along
said highway to its intersection with the Kimber
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HunternLandowner

The Hunter-Landowner Stewardship Project is a program
designed to promote responsible hunter behavior and help
hunters and landowners build effective relationships based
upon mutual respect and understanding.

The program is intended to reach an audience of hunters
and landowners. People who complete the program can
receive a certificate, bumper sticker, and free cap.

The voluntary information and education - =
program is available at no cost. ' X

Learn more and enroll
today at fwp.mt.gov.

\ Click on “Hunting Links” on the home page.
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Gulch Road, then westerly along said road to its
intersection with the railroad tracks, then southerly
along said railroad tracks to their intersection with
Springville Lane, then westerly and southerly along
said lane to its intersection with the Indian Creek
Road, then southerly along the west boundary of
Sections 25 and 36 in T7N, R1E to the SW corner
of Section 36, then easterly along the southern
boundary of Section 36 and easterly along the
southern boundary of Section 31 in T7N, R2E
to its intersection with US Highway 287, then
southeasterly along said highway to its intersection
with Lower Deep Creek Road, then easterly
along said road to its intersection with Jack Farm
Road, then northwesterly along said road to its
intersection with Cemetery Road, then east and
north along said road to its intersection with US
Highway 12, then east along said highway to its
intersection with Route 284, the point of beginning.

Warm Springs WMA: Restricted to ArchEquip,
shotgun, traditional handgun, muzzleloader or
crosshow only. Portion of hunting district within
the Warm Springs WMA restricted to ArchEquip,
shotgun, traditional handgun, muzzleloader or
crossbow only.

Yellowstone River Islands: Restricted to
ArchEquip  Only. Yellowstone River islands
between the East Park Street Bridge at Livingston
and one mile downstream of US Highway 89
Bridge restricted to ArchEquip Only.

TOPICS COVERED:
Permission
Fair Chase

Livestock and
Farm/Ranch Activities

Game Retrieval

What to Hunt
and/or Harvest

Reporting Violations

Hunting Nongame Animals
or Other Animals
on Private Land

Hunting with Dogs
Hunting on Public Land
Vehicle use

Weeds

Litter
Fire Danger
Safety



